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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-473
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Boyer
Date of Introduction: July 24, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F, R
Date of Analysis: July 26, 2018
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 70 (Duval County Tourist Development Council) and Chapter 106 (Budget and Accounting Code) to establish specific travel expense regulations and procedures for the TDC’s “county destination marketing organization” (currently Visit Jacksonville Inc.). The amendments provide that the reimbursement and approval of travel expenses under the Tourist Development Plan shall be governed by new Sec. 106.717 – Tourist Development Council Approval and Reimbursement of Travel Expenses. That section provides the TDC may approve Visit Jacksonville’s travel budget annually and may approve, advance or reimburse expenditures for travel, lodging, food, and entertainment in accordance with the dictates of the Florida Statutes, the Tourist Development Plan, and consistent with the practices of the tourism industry. The effective date of the ordinance is made retroactive to October 1, 2017.
Background Information: Visit Jacksonville, the City’s tourism and convention marketing contractor, requested several changes to the City’s travel policies, to which it is subject as a result of receiving City funds. The organization felt that the advance approval requirements on a trip-by-trip basis, some of the per diem food and lodging limits, and the prohibition against using public funds for entertainment purposes are inconsistent with typical practices in the tourism marketing industry. The TDC developed these amendments to permit the TDC to approve Visit Jacksonville’s travel practices expenditures on behalf of the City, subject to the expenditures meeting state-mandated requirements and the purposes of the City’s Tourist Development Plan.
Policy Impact Area: Tourism marketing
Fiscal Impact: None; the TDC will still approve Visit Jacksonville’s overall travel budget and will require adequate documentation of trips and allowable expenditures pursuant to its contract with the vendor and the provisions of the Tourist Development Plan.
Analyst: Clements
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